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Summary :


Check out the best free methods for you to draw lines and shapes on PDF documents on Windows, Mac, Linux, iPhone, and Android. Step-wise guides are provided.
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How to Draw on PDF


The inherent nature of PDFs as fixed-layout documents means they are not naturally conducive to editing or drawing, unlike formats like DOCX or PPT.

On this page, you’ll find the best free dedicated tools for you to draw on PDF on various devices like Windows, Mac, Linux, iPhone, and Android for completely free.

👉 To get started, get PDFgear, the best free PDF drawing software recommended in this post.

Draw on PDF Online with PDFgear

PDFgear is an online solution that enables users to easily edit and annotate PDF documents directly in their web browser. This tool provides a convenient, no-download-required approach for adding drawings, shapes, and text to PDFs.

Users can access a variety of drawing tools, including options for creating boxes, rectangles, circles, and freehand inking.

Step 1. Go to PDFgear Online PDF Editor and upload your PDF.




Upload PDF to PDFgear to Draw



Step 2. Click the ‘Add or Edit annotations’ button to access drawing options.




Click Add or Edit Annotations to Draw



Step 3. Select ‘Add Shapes’ and choose a box shape like a rectangle, circle, or polygon. For irregular shapes, use ‘Draw Ink’.




Draw on PDF with PDFgear



Step 4. Customize the box’s fill and border color.




Customize Drawn Box Color in PDFgear



Step 5. When finished, click ‘Download’ to save the PDF with your drawings.

Draw on PDF Using Adobe Reader

Adobe Acrobat Reader DC is a reliable and widely used tool for basic PDF drawing and annotations, making it suitable for tasks like marking up documents, adding comments, or highlighting important sections in PDF files.

Adobe Acrobat Reader is a free application and is available for both Windows and macOS.

Step 1. If Adobe Acrobat Reader DC is not already installed on your computer, download it from the Adobe website.

Step 2. Launch Adobe Acrobat Reader DC, click on ‘File’ in the top menu and select ‘Open’, and open the PDF file you wish to draw on.

Open PDF Form in Adobe Reader


Step 3. From the Comment toolbar, select the drawing tool you wish to use. You can choose from options like ‘Pencil’ for freeform drawing or ‘Shapes’ to insert predefined shapes like lines, arrows, circles, and rectangles.

Select a Drawing Tool


Step 4. With your chosen tool selected, click and drag on the PDF to draw. You can change the color and thickness of the lines or shapes using the options in the toolbar.

Draw on the PDF


Step 5. After you have finished drawing on your PDF, click on ‘File’ in the top menu and select ‘Save’ or ‘Save As’ to save your document with the drawings and annotations.

Draw on PDF Using LibreOffice

LibreOffice, an open-source office suite, offers a comprehensive solution for drawing on PDFs through its LibreOffice Draw application.

Draw provides a range of drawing tools, including lines, shapes, and free-form drawing options, enabling users to annotate, modify, and personalize their PDFs with ease.

LibreOffice is a free and open-source program that works on Windows, macOS, and Linux.

Step 1. If you haven’t already installed LibreOffice, download it from the official LibreOffice website and follow the installation instructions.

Download LibreOffice for Your System


Step 2. Launch LibreOffice Draw, go to ‘File’ in the menu bar, and select ‘Open’ to open the PDF, and the PDF will load in LibreOffice Draw.

Open PDF in LibreOffice


Step 3. You’ll find a toolbar with various drawing tools, including lines, shapes, curves, and text boxes. Select the tool you want to use and click on the page where you want to draw. You can adjust the color, width, and style of the lines using the options in the toolbar.

Use Drawing Tools


Step 4. After you’ve added your drawings or annotations, you can further customize them. Click on the object you’ve drawn to select it. Once selected, you can move, resize, rotate, or change its properties.

Customize Drawings


Step 5. After you have finished drawing and editing the PDF, go to ‘File’ in the menu bar and select ‘Export As’ > ‘Export as PDF’.

You can also choose to save it in another format if necessary. In the export dialog, you can adjust various settings like image compression and watermarking, then click ‘Export’ to save the file.

Save and Export PDF in LibreOffice


Draw on PDF in Chrome

Kami is a versatile Google Chrome extension designed for annotating and editing PDFs directly in the browser, making it an ideal solution for drawing on PDF files.

With its user-friendly interface, Kami provides a range of tools like pens, markers, shapes, and highlighters, allowing for easy drawing and customizing of any PDF document.

Step 1. First, install the Kami extension from the Chrome Web Store. Click on ‘Add to Chrome’ to install it.

Install Kami Extension


Step 2. Now, drag and drop the PDF file into a Chrome tab to open the PDF you want to draw.

Open the PDF


Step 3. Click on the Kami extension icon in the toolbar and sign in.

Step 4. In Kami’s interface, you will see a toolbar with various tools. Look for the drawing tools – these may include a pen, marker, brush, or shapes. Click on the drawing tool you wish to use.

Access Drawing Tools in Kami


Step 5. Before you start drawing, customize your tool settings. Select your desired color, thickness, and opacity for the drawing tool. Kami provides a range of colors and sizes to choose from.

Step 6. With your tool selected and customized, begin drawing on the PDF. Click and drag your mouse or use a stylus (if you have a touchscreen device) to draw directly on the document.

Step 7. After completing your drawings, click on the ‘Save’ icon in Kami, or go to ‘File’ and select ‘Save’ to save your changes.

FAQs

What tools do I need to draw on a PDF?

You should use a dedicated PDF editor software like PDFgear on your computer or a PDF editing app on your smartphone or tablet. These tools often come with features like pen, highlighter, shapes, and text tools for drawing and annotating.

Can I draw on a PDF without any special software?

Some operating systems (like Windows 10/11 and macOS) have built-in PDF viewers (like Microsoft Edge) with basic drawing or annotating capabilities. Additionally, web-based tools like PDFgear online services also offer limited drawing features without the need to download software.

How do I add handwritten notes or signatures to a PDF?

Most PDF editors like PDFgear allow you to create a signature field where you can draw your signature using a mouse, trackpad, or touchscreen. For handwritten notes, you can use the freehand drawing tool.

Is it possible to save a PDF after drawing on it without altering the original document?

Yes, you should have the option to ‘Save As’ or ‘Export’ the edited PDF as a new file, keeping the original document unchanged.

Can I change the color and thickness of the drawing tool?

In PDFgear drawing tools, you can customize the color, opacity, and thickness of the drawing tools to suit your needs.

How do I erase or modify something I’ve drawn on a PDF?

In PDFgear, you can use the undo option to erase the things you have drawn on PDF documents.
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